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PRESS RELEASE 							Date of issue: 22 October 2025
 
CLASH! PERFORMERS AGED 8 TO 92 YEARS, FROM ACROSS NORTHERN IRELAND, CREATE SPECTACULAR PERFORMANCE 

Dates: Saturday 15 November at 6.00pm; Sunday 16 November at 3.00pm & 6.00pm

Venue: Carlisle Memorial Church, Carlisle Circus, Belfast, BT13 1AB
                
Duration: 45 minutes

Producers: DU Dance (NI), in partnership with 5th Element NI & Conor (Doke) O’Kane

Over the past decade, social challenges faced by people of all ages, but particularly by the young and the elderly, have been well documented.  They are now exacerbated by global wars, mounting climate change, Covid-19, Brexit and the evolving financial crisis.

CLASH!  gives voice to a group of some 80 performers, aged from 8 to 92 years, from across Northern Ireland.  On 15 and 16 November they will take part in an epic public performance, allowing them the opportunity to express how they feel about the issues that are important to them.

This large-scale, multi-generational spectacle will explore the challenges that the entire world is battling, from mental health to social pressures.  It will be delivered through the powerful medium of urban street arts, including breakdancing, bmx bikes, parkour, graffitiing, rap music and contemporary dance theatre.

The impetus for CLASH! came through the intervention of the youth steering group of Belfast’s leading dance development company DU Dance (NI). In August 2024, their determination to address publicly the need for increased focus on the environmental crisis culminated in SHIFT, an immersive performance at the BBC's Blackstaff Studio.  James Orr, head of Friends of the Earth NI, described SHIFT as “… the most electrifying and moving experience I’ve ever witnessed on examining the climate crisis.”

The ensemble for CLASH!  will include a number of DU Dance (NI) youth engagement groups: Belfast Boys, Sutemos from Dungannon and the intergenerational project Alternative Energies, based in Ballycastle. They will be joined by breakers from 5th Element and community groups from all corners of the city.

Creative direction and choreography is led by Mags Byrne of DU Dance (NI), Paul Ashford of 5th Element and Conor (Doke) O’Kane of Bad Taste Crew.  Ashford and O’Kane have a long professional association with DU Dance and its artistic director  Byrne, dating back to MERGE, a three-year-long cross-community workshop and performance project which took place from 2011 to 2015.  It specifically targeted young unemployed people, as well as young people aged 14 to 24 years living in inner-city areas.

Paul Ashford, Co-founder, 5th Element NI said, “What a great opportunity for our resident artists, musicians, dancers and students to be involved in a professional theatre production. At a community level CLASH will unite both amateur and professional creatives who have all banded together to make something special, something unique for Belfast. At the individual level it opens new creative avenues to explore, with the opportunity for our young people to learn from industry professionals on how a production of this scale is developed while also helping to design and shape the overall outcome.”
The overall project comprises a series of choreographic workshops in inner-city communities across Belfast, together with artist and apprentice training opportunities and a residential for community dancers.  The finale will be the live performance piece, integrating dance theatre, music and dialogue in the atmospheric setting of Carlisle Memorial Church.
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NOTES TO EDITORS:
· DU Dance (NI) is Northern Ireland’s only dance development company. Its aim is to introduce people to dance and the creative arts and to advocate dance as a tool for facilitating personal and social development
· DU Dance (NI)’s principal funding is provided by the Arts Council of Northern Ireland and Belfast City Council.
· Tickets for CLASH are priced at £8 or £5 (Concession rate) and available to purchase at https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/clash-tickets-1833810519629
· Contact info@dudanceni.com for information about group rates.  
· This is an event for families, community groups and individuals of all ages. 
· CLASH graphic attached.  
· For further information, interviews, additional photographs, please contact Morag Stuart at DU Dance (NI) on 028 9023 0877 or morag@dudanceni.com 
· Instagram: @du.dance.ni 	Facebook: DU Dance NI
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