DU Dance (NI) Youth Steering Group Meeting 

DATE:
28th October 2023 at The Crescent Arts Centre, Belfast.
Attending: Mags with Steering Group (SG) Leo, Oisin, Oresta & Kitti.

	Agenda Item
	Action 

	1. Apologies: Molly, Rebecca & Rory 

	

	2. Updates: notes from last meeting agreed.  
Mags reported back that Morag is happy to put more content on the SG page on website, but that they have to create it. 

	Mags – to follow up with Morag Re photos that Rebecca had framed to put on Steering Group page.



	3. Youth Engagement Project Update:   
Belfast Boys -BB dancers updated on new members and dance artists that had taught sessions while Sean was away performing i.e. Conor and Rhys. Also spoke on plans for this term and Belfast Christmas Light turn on event in Nov.  Not sure how BBJ’s are doing so Mags agreed to speak to Sean about giving them time before Steering Group meetings to check in with the groups.
Sutemos – Sutemos dancers updated on new members and on change of director, from Sheena to Christine. Spoke about working on a piece for Day of Dance, Unseen Unseen,  that would then be developed for Unanimous. Not sure how Suteminis are doing. Mags to speak to Christine about giving them time to check in before a SG meeting.
Alternative energies – Mags updated group on positive numbers and the groups plan to take part in Day of Dance this year.

	Mags – to contact Sean and Christine  re giving SG members time to talk with wider groups

	4. Company plans:   
Mags updated on plans for next year, particularly re Shoreline project. 
	 

	5. Steering Group plans – 
Group want to meet more often. Bank Holidays are best as they then have Monday’s of and can do homework etc. After Easter is not good as focus changes for some to GCSE’s. Want to do 2 residentials a year.

Standing members – Kitti, Leo, Mollie, Oisin, Oresta and Rebecca. 
Agreed need to increase membership.  

Leo and Oisin to speak to Noah P, but agreed that new members are not ready.

Kitti and Oresta to speak to Paulina and rest of Sutemos to see if there is interest. Agreed 2 new Sutemos members would be good.


	Mags to look at a residential on 2nd Dec, a day between Christmas and New Year  and/or on 5th April.
Leo and Oisin to speak to Noah P

Kitti and Oresta to speak to Paulina and rest of Sutemos

	6. Environment project: 
Mags asked if, given the gap between last working on the project, they wanted to continue or start something new.  Group said they want to continue with this project and create a short film on the environment crisis focusing on the 4 elements.  Film should include photography.
Reminder -

AIR - smoke machine - Trampolines and crash mats - lifts and air - Leo has a trampoline -  Mollie, Noah and Oisin

FIRE  - ribbons and lights - shadows - torches with lights as its getting dark in forest - forest fires - Mollie and Amelie

WATER - oil reflections - ice caps at titanic - beach - Rebecca and Rory

EARTH - site specific performances - mines/ caves - Rebecca and Leo

5th - photo frame imagery with contrast - possible future if we do/don’t do anything

Sound - natural sounds - soft instrumentals - spoken word about facts etc. - black box - soundscape 

After each film - fade to black and add facts

Residential - to create dance pieces and film at later date, Previous research from home - done by residential date!!!

Include more dancers - from YEP - maybe elsewhere?

Our own localities - find a local area that we love and want to save - create a Dance piece - research and content - create a sequence for everyone

Costumes - need to check DU Dance stores - should be plenty

Social media - Mollie, Oisin, Rebecca – to set up in next couple weeks - maybe add others who weren’t there
	

	7. Mags asked posed three questions:

· What do you think is the work of the Steering Group

· What do you have to offer

· What do you want the SG to offer you
Responses as follows were written in note form on a large sheet of paper.

The Work: 

· Letting members of junior and other groups have a voice

· Working together with young ones on stuff they can help with

· Teaching young people about dance

· Teaching young people about pollution and helping the environment

· Including BB/BBJ in environment project (small things)

What do you have to offer:

· Ideas/my opinions

· Genuinely talk about what’s on your mind/ don’t keep any idea to yourself

· Art related stuff

· Designs/posters

· Choreographing

· Photographing/editing
What do you want the SG to offer you

· Go places (exciting places to film/see)

· Use elements for pieces

· Doing dances on famous landmarks

· Going to cool nature places e.g. Castlewellan
 
	

	8. Any other business 
None
	

	Date of next meeting 

Next meeting residency on Dec 2nd TBC 

	


